
“There’s no place like home. There’s no place like home. There’s no
place like home.” We all have different images come to mind as we
watch Dorothy click her heels three times. From the childhood
bedroom to first apartment to buying a place of your own, home can
mean many things. Home is a place of safety, respite and comfort
while at the same time being the perfect place for learning
challenging and growing. Home gives us a space to try and a support
system to help us back up on the horse when the first attempt goes
awry. This is what Hayes Barton has been for me.

I had the pleasure of growing up in this church from a screaming baby
in the nursery to leading Youth Sunday as a high school senior.
Growing up, everywhere I looked there were members of the church
going out of their way to help me or make my experience better and
show me by example what it is to lead a Christian life. I have so much
gratitude for the Sunday school teachers, JOY Class/UMYF leaders,
and countless others that helped a kid who wasn’t exactly popular
always feel that he had a home at Hayes Barton.

After four years away in college and moving back to Raleigh, it was my
turn. A special thank you to Jane Holding who grabbed me by the arm
and got me involved with the youth. It has been such a J.O.Y. being
able to give back to a place that gave (and continues to give) so much
to me. I have grown and my faith has grown through being involved
in UMYF, the JOY Class, mission trips, and many more things.  As
cliché as the phrase is, it continues to ring true you get out so much
more than you put in.

During this Stewardship season, as you think about what you can give
of your treasures, I ask you also think about what you can give of your
time and talents. Obviously I have found my calling with the youth but
I believe each of us has something special to contribute to our church
home.

With Love,

Harrison Gillette


